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Osteoporosis A Major Public Health Problem 

Å Osteoporosis is a major and growing public 
health concern

Å Postmenopausal osteoporosis is common . 
1:2 women and 1:5 men, aged 50 and 
older, will have an OP fracture in their 
lifetime 

Å Vert. Fxs : A hallmark of the disease and 
indicate a high risk for future fractures

Å Postmenopausal OP is preventable and 
treatable, but only a small proportion of 
women at increased risk for fracture are 
evaluated and treated 
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Impact of FDA Announcements on Bisphosphonates 
Prescriptions 
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Osteonecrosis of the Jaw (ONJ)

Issues for callers: adverse 
effects Bisphosphonates 
(& Denosumab)

What is ONJ?
Å Very delayed healing of a wound inside the mouth usually following a 

dental extraction

Å An area of jaw bone is left exposed

Å May be prone to becoming infected

What ONJ is not
Å Crumbling jaw bone
Å Just jaw pain
Å Just a dental infection

Why does ONJ happen?                            Osteoporosis Dorset

Å Itôs not clear why it happens

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://mchorth.wordpress.com/&ei=3nxXVbrlCIvfUY20gOAN&bvm=bv.93564037,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGNmuicNP115V7orfI96WKs3qXivQ&ust=1431883236778802


6

Risk of ONJ 
with alendronic 
acid is between 
1 in 1000 & 
1 in 10,000

Risk of a major 
fracture 
without
alendronic acid 
is 1 in 4 (28%)

Comparing the risks of 
fractures vs. ONJ

Which risk would you choose?



Overstated Fear of Biphosphonate Use 
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